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Gov. Rounds Elected 
Chairman of the Western 
Governor’s Association
In June, Gov. Mike Rounds was elected chairman of the Western Governor’s 
Association, emphasizing three areas to make the West the best:

     * Accelerating Energy Independence for the West 
     * Creating the Best Workforce in the World  
     * Leading the World in Technology

Rounds said our Western economy needs a workforce that not only fills 
projected job needs, but also is “so good that it causes the creation of 
many, many more high-paying jobs in the West.”

“We can make the West the best by transforming our own students into 
the very best workforce and by bringing the world’s best students here 
and then convincing them to stay here,” he said. “That’s the kind of 
innovation and job-creating immigration that no one will want to stop.” 

Save the Date:
November 6-10, 2006. Citigroup, in partnership with the Governor’s 
Office of Economic Development and the South Dakota Community 
Foundation, is bringing the National Development Council’s Economic 
Development Finance Professional (EDFP) Certification Program to 
South Dakota. Thanks to the generosity of the Citigroup Foundation, 
there is no tuition cost for participants. Contact Lisa Frazeur at 
605-331-7352 or at lisa.Frazeur@citigroup.com for more information.

N2TEC Summer Institute 
Underway in the Black Hills
Students from across the state team-up with community entrepreneur 
mentor teams and faculty researchers to create tech business ideas.

Twenty students in the Science and Technology Entrepreneurship (STEP) 
Program are participating in N2TEC’s (National Network for Technology 
Entrepreneurship and Commercialization) first summer institute May 22 
through July 27. The ten-week institute at Black Hills State University 
aims to immerse students in technology entrepreneurship. The N2TEC 
Summer Institute is led by a team of technology entrepreneurship faculty, 
professionals, and entrepreneurs from around the United States.  

Students work in teams that are partnered with a community entrepreneur 
mentor and faculty researchers. The Institute will end with each team 
presenting their tech business idea to potential investors, businesses 
and community partners on July 27. The students will then continue to
develop and pursue their business start-up during the school year.  

“South Dakota has made great strides in research development. 
Now, through organizations like N2TEC, we’re taking the ideas and 
innovations of South Dakota’s researchers, and connecting them with 
entrepreneurs and business, ultimately creating jobs for our state,” said 
Tourism and State Development Secretary Richard Benda. “Starting with 

students who are just beginning their careers, and giving them the tools 
to become successful entrepreneurs just makes sense. Furthermore, the 
community aspect of this program utilizes the great talent and resources 
we have in the people of South Dakota. Connecting community 
entrepreneurs with students is a priceless opportunity for our youth.”

The summer institute was made possible through funding from NSF 
EPSCOR (Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research).  Pre-sorted
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Sanford Donation to Benefit 
Homestake Laboratory
Gov. Mike Rounds announced in June that Sioux Falls resident T. Denny 
Sanford donated $70 million to improve the underground infrastructure 
of the Homestake Mine and create a world class science and education 
center. The contribution brings the state’s 2010 Initiative goal of becoming 
a leader in research and technology even closer to becoming a reality. 

“I want to personally thank Denny for this most generous gift to the 
South Dakota Science and Technology Center,” said Gov. Mike Rounds.  
“This gift will allow us to educate students around the world on the 
latest innovations in science; give teachers the opportunity to train along 
side some of the greatest minds in the world; and more importantly, 
build a revolutionary new education and outreach facility created to 
stimulate interest in math and science for young people everywhere.  
When Denny learned about the dream of the vision that we all share for 
this scientific laboratory, he came forward and wanted to help. South 
Dakota can be very proud of that commitment.”

The Sanford Underground Science and Engineering Laboratory at 
Homestake is one of two finalists for the National Science Foundation’s 
deep underground science and engineering laboratory (DUSEL). 

Workforce Development 
and Quality of Life Critical 
Issues Facing the GOED
Workforce development and quality of life are among the most critical 
issues impacting the state’s economic development efforts, according 
to Richard Benda, newly named secretary of the Department of Tourism 
and State Development. Benda most recently served as president of 
Focus Watertown.

“Without question, workforce development and quality of life are 
critical in our efforts to move the state forward,” Benda said. “When 
I talk about workforce development, that includes everything from 
recruiting to training,” he said. “Quality of life is one factor that is often 
overlooked in our efforts to retain and recruit people to live and work in 
South Dakota.”

Benda said that as a community economic development specialist, he 
was pleased when Governor Rounds combined economic development, 
tourism, housing, history, arts and tribal relations into one agency and 
worked with citizens across the state to establish the 2010 Initiative 
goals. “From a community perspective, this made a tremendous amount 
of sense. These agencies are so interrelated and the bottom line of all 
of them is enhancing the quality of life for South Dakotans by providing 
more economic opportunities,” he said. 

As cabinet secretary, Benda said he plans to continue to pull these 
agencies together. “When communities talk about economic 
development, they really are talking about industrial development, 
tourism, housing, arts, history and tribal relations,” he said. 

Benda said the GOED is right on track with its Ready to Work marketing 
efforts and progress on the 2010 Initiative goals. “You can have the best 
business climate in the world - which we do - but if you don’t have the 
people, businesses can’t succeed,” he said. “The team here is making 
great progress toward reaching the ambitious goals of the 2010 
Initiative. The increase in our gross state product, advancements in 
research and technology, and development of South Dakota’s quality of 
life is evident throughout the state. Now, with the dedication of people 
throughout South Dakota, I truly believe that our state is emerging as a 
premier place to live and work.”

“You can
have the best 
business climate 
in the world 
- which we do - 
but if you don’t 
have the people, 
businesses can’t 
succeed.”

Arizona Governor Janet Napolitano passes the gavel to Gov. Rounds
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Become a Leader in 
Research and Technology

What are they?
At Governor Mike Rounds’ request, the 2004 Legislature authorized 
funding for specialized research on public university campuses leading 
to commercialization of new ideas or products. Research centers 
were created in infectious disease research and vaccinology, signal 
transduction, nanoscale applications, and light-activated materials. 
The 2010 Research Centers have obtained more than $27 million in 
external funding and have collaborated with private sector partners to 
develop and commercialize research results.

Who are they?
Center for Infectious Disease Research and Vaccinology, 
South Dakota State University Department of Veterinary Science
Lead University: South Dakota State University
Partners: University of South Dakota

South Dakota Signal Transduction Center, USD Cardiovascular 
Research Institute
Lead University: University of South Dakota
Partners: South Dakota Health Research Foundation

Center for Accelerated Applications at the Nanoscale, 
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology Department of 
Materials and Metallurgical Engineering
Lead University: South Dakota School of Mines and Technology
Partners: South Dakota State University and Zyvex Corporation

Center for the Research and Development of Light-Activated 
Marterials, USD Department of Chemistry
Lead University: University of South Dakota
Partners: South Dakota State University, Avera Research Institute 
	 and PhotoBioMed Corporation

What are they doing?
The Center for Infectious Disease and Vaccinology has collaborated 
with industry partners Chronix Biomedical and Rural Technologies, 
Inc. to receive four Phase I Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 
and Small Business Technology Transfer Program (STTR) awards and 
one Phase II award with two Phase II proposals pending in the area of 
chronic wasting and mad cow disease.  Chronix Biomedical recently 
relocated from California to South Dakota to capitalize on the 2010 
Research Center activities and South Dakota’s favorable business climate.  

The Center for Research and Development of Light-Activated 
Materials has licensed intellectual property to PhotoBioMed and continues 
to collaborate with the biotech company to develop additional applications 
for the patented technology in a wide range of medical fields including 
opthomology, cosmetics, plastic surgery and veterinary applications.  

The Center for Accelerated Applications at the Nanoscale has 
partnered with Zyvex Corporation to develop nano materials and device 
testing capabilities for private sector use and with Midwest Micro 
Technologies to develop innovative nano scale sensing technologies. 
The Center is also working with a group of entrepreneurs on a spin off 
venture to commercialize a nano ink application.  

2010 Centers of Excellence
January 2004
38,000
10-11
1
25%
3 to 5 years
www.sdtbc.com
Rich Naser, 605-275-8000

April 2006
10,000
1,000
1 and growing
www.MadisonWorks.com
Dwaine Chapel, 605-256-0797

Sioux Falls  

South Dakota Technology Business Center

The South Dakota Technology Business Center is a collaborative effort 
with Forward Sioux Falls, Sioux Falls Chamber, Sioux Falls Development 
Foundation and the State of South Dakota. The Center is the first step 
in an on-going effort to diversify and grow the regional economy by 
assisting in the creation and expansion of technology-based businesses 
in the Sioux Falls area. Planning is now underway for the development of 
a comprehensive Knowledge Community. The Community would include 
the South Dakota Technology Business Center and the adjacent educational 
campus, bringing together education, research and business development.

Madison 
The Hueners Technology Park

The Hueners Technology Park was built by the Lake Area Development
Corporation to provide office space for technology-based businesses 
and utilize the highly educated technological workforce from Dakota 
State University. The alliance between these two entities has developed 
an avenue to create high-paying jobs on a local level that will keep South 
Dakota students working in South Dakota. 

Black Hills
Business Development Center

The Black Hills Business Development Center is owned and operated 
by the Rapid City Economic Development Foundation. The Center is 
committed to offering quality, affordable space to attract start-ups and 
businesses with growth potential. Within the Center, a full range of 
business services is provided free or at a low cost through sharing.
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July 2006
40,000
10,000
30,000
3 and growing
www.blackhillsbiz.com
Jim Mirehouse, 605-343-1880

Office of Commercialization 

Director, Dr. Mel Ustad 
“There is no question that future economies will be largely based on 
research, innovation and a highly skilled workforce,” said Dr. Ustad. 
“Our first challenge was to create the necessary infrastructure for 
research efforts. With the establishment of the 2010 Research Centers, 
we’re quickly seeing results that can benefit South Dakota businesses 
and communities. Now, even more opportunities are surfacing in 
terms of technology based economic development. That means good, 
high-paying jobs for South Dakotans, and an incentive for South Dakota’s 
youth to stay and work in our great state.”

Technology Centers

The South Dakota Signal Transduction Center has received
international recognition for its work with signal transduction pathways and
their regulation of cellular and tissue communications.

How they are impacting the economy?
The 2010 Centers of Excellence are proving their economic worth. 
The state’s investment of $5.4 million has already made a $46.5 million 
impact on South Dakota’s economy.
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