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Workforce Development
and Quality of Life Critical
Issues Facing the GOED

Workforce development and quality of life are among the most critical
issues impacting the state’s economic development efforts, according
to Richard Benda, newly named secretary of the Department of Tourism
and State Development. Benda most recently served as president of
Focus Watertown.

“Without question, workforce development and quality of life are
critical in our efforts to move the state forward,” Benda said. “When

| talk about workforce development, that includes everything from
recruiting to training,” he said. “Quality of life is one factor that is often
overlooked in our efforts to retain and recruit people to live and work in
South Dakota.”

Benda said that as a community economic development specialist, he
was pleased when Governor Rounds combined economic development,
tourism, housing, history, arts and tribal relations into one agency and
worked with citizens across the state to establish the 2010 Initiative
goals. “From a community perspective, this made a tremendous amount
of sense. These agencies are so interrelated and the bottom line of all

of them is enhancing the quality of life for South Dakotans by providing
more economic opportunities,” he said.

As cabinet secretary, Benda said he plans to continue to pull these
agencies together. “When communities talk about economic
development, they really are talking about industrial development,
tourism, housing, arts, history and tribal relations,” he said.

covsnuon's OFFICE OF \

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT |S5E

\www.SDreadytowork.com

“You can

have the best
business climate
in the worid

- which we do -
but if you don’t
have the people,
businesses can't
succeed.”

Benda said the GOED is right on track with its Ready to Work marketing
efforts and progress on the 2010 Initiative goals. “You can have the best
business climate in the world - which we do - but if you don’t have the
people, businesses can’t succeed,” he said. “The team here is making
great progress toward reaching the ambitious goals of the 2010
Initiative. The increase in our gross state product, advancements in
research and technology, and development of South Dakota’s quality of
life is evident throughout the state. Now, with the dedication of people
throughout South Dakota, | truly believe that our state is emerging as a
premier place to live and work.”
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